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The Mecca for those interested in the chemistry and 
technology of soaps, oils and fats is, and should be, 
Chicago at the time of the Annual Fall Meeting of the 
American Oil Chemists' Society. This year on Octo- 
ber l l th  and 12th the pilgrimage rightly enough led its 
devotees to the Medinah Club where the local commit- 
tee on arrangements had, happily for all, established 
convention headquarters. This beautiful and com- 
modious building lent itself perfectly to every require- 
ment of the meeting and during its entire course there 
was no need for the visiting members who were guests 
of the club to leave its sheltering walls. 

Even some of the local members, had reserved rooms 
in the club that they might better attend the meetings 
and look after the comfort and pleasure of the visitors. 

The Medinah Club in itself deserves more space than 
could properly be given to this entire article and it is 
beyond the pen of this scribe to do justice to its beauti- 
ful architecture and interior arrangement and decora- 
tion. Suffice it to say that its guest rooms are the 
equal in comfort and service to the best hotels to be 
found anywhere, and it has under its forty story tower 
accommodations and amusements to suit all tastes. 

The Fall Meetings have become justly celebrated for 
the outstanding character of the papers presented and 
this year's scientific program was in all truth "a feast 
of reason." It would be impossible here to attempt 
comment on these papers, which will be later published 
in these pages, but as a yardstick of their general quality 
and careful preparation we mention that scholarly 
presentation by Prof. William E. Anderson of Yale 
University, "Biochemical Aspects of Fats." Interest- 
ing to some of the members and to this writer was his 
mention in connection therewith of certain work now 
being done by Felix Paquin, Jr., son of the first presi- 
dent of the American Oil Chemists' Society. 

The arrangements for the scientific program were 
perfect, including excellent lantern facilities for slides 
illustrating the numerous fine papers, and the interest 
of those privileged to be present was attested by the 
full attendance throughout the meetings. 

President W. D. Hutchins from far away Savannah, 
Georgia, opened the meeting on Thursday morning and 
after a few well chosen remarks concerning the Society 
and the Fall Meeting turned the gavel over to Mr. M. 
L. Sheely, Chairman of the Soap Division, who pre- 
sided over the morning session. 

Upon adjournment a delicious lurcheon was served 
in the Grill Room of the Medinah Club, at which the 
ladies in attendance were guests. Those present grouped 
themselves in congenial parties at small tables and en- 
joyed relaxation from the serious part of the meeting. 

President Hutchins presided over the afternoon prn- 
gram which was completed at about four o'clock, fol- 
lowing which the Bowling Tournament began, running 
from 4:30 to 6:30 and again from 8:00 to 10:00 P. M. 
This event was hotly contested with the Amalzo Chal- 
lenge Trophy and numerous other prizes as awards 
for team and individual prowess. 

Thursday evening the members present, with the 
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ladies as guests, sat down in the Tropical Ballroom of 
the Medinah Club to a delightful banquet, made even 
more pleasant by hospitality, informality and the ab- 
sence of speeches. All, including those who otherwise 
might have squirmed throughout the dinner at the 
thought of having to speak, enjoyed themselves. 

Following the dinner there was dancing to strains of 
the orchestra that had entertained the diners, and a 
card party in the club's beautiful lounge which was a 
great success, handsome prizes being awarded to those 
fortunate enough to hold good cards and skillful enough 
to play them. 

Friday morning's program was presided over by Mr. 
A. A. Robinson, Vice President, and was again note- 
worthy for complete committee reports and fine papers. 
At its close the Fall Meeting for 1934 adjourned, re- 
gretfully, this writer is sure, for all who had been so 
fortunate as to be present. 

Friday afternoon about twenty confirmed golfing 
fiends were escorted by the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee, Dr. Tolman, and his colleagues, Messrs. Vollertsen 
and Robinson, to the Edgewater Golf Club where they 
enjoyed golf on a perfect day, a fine course and splen- 
did greens. Prizes were given both to the good golfers 
and to some of .those who were not so good and at 
least one of the latter decided to leave himself in the 
hands of his friends in all future events where blind 
bogie prizes are played for. 

To W. H. Irwin, Chairman of the Local Committee, 
and his entire committee membership, it would be dif- 
ficult to give adequate praise and thanks for all that 
they did both during the meeting and for many previous 
weeks, to make it a success. The consciousness of 
having achieved their objective must surely be their 
reward, together with the warm and sincere apprecia- 
tion of all those who enjoyed the result of their effort. 

No less important to the pleasure of the visitors, both 
ladies and men, was that group of charming ladies of 
the Entertainment Committee who added their gracious 
presence to all the features of the meetings and omitted 
nothing to make the entertainment complete. 

Comment on this Fall Meeting could not be con- 
cluded without reference to the cooperation of the 
exhibitors, whose displays of chemical apparatus and 
equipment, chemicals and industrial supplies, were a 
noteworthy part of the meeting. Grouped at the ends 
of the convention hall they added to the scientific aspect 
of the occasion and attracted much interest. Mr. John 
P. Harris, who had charge of arrangements for ex- 
hibits, deserves special credit for their excellence. 

It is unfortunate for the oil chemists of the" South 
that they cannot in large numbers attend these Fall 
Meetings, but of course they are unusually busy at the 
time due to the seasonal operation of the plants and 
laboratories in which they work. A few of them led 
by President Hutchins did attend and were more than 
repaid for the effort. In sustained interest and scientific 
value the entire program was a rare treat. 

In closing be it said that the charming hospitality 
and cordiality extended to their guests by our friends 
of Chicago could not have been more real and spon- 
taneous and we all look forward to returning. 

G. W O R T H E N  AGEE. 

ATTENTION, A. O. C. S. MEMBERS 
Subscription solicitations are frequently made by the 
management of OIL & SOAP in order to further the inter- 
ests of the publication as well as those of the society. 
Recju ~r members should disregard these solicitations as 
their subscription fees are included in the association dues. 


